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On the whole Sun was disappointed with the response to his"
appeals* He found the Chinese in America even more conservative
than those in Honolulu; and, although he did not spare himself in
his far-spread crusade, he found few cities where he could win more
than the fifteen originally intended as a minimum membership for
branches of The Progressive Chinese Society.

While in San Francisco Sun had his photograph taken. The
stupendous invention of photography had reached a stage in its
Commercial development when, for a small sum, anyone could
obtain a convincing likeness of himself, standing with one arm on
a rosewood table or seated before a screen on which was painted
a waterfall, snow mountain, or breaking wave. Family albums of
this period show what a large number of photographers, with gold-
leaf names in fancy script, were needed to meet Man's insatiable"
desire to see this novel view of himself on a glazed postcard. That
Sun Yat-sen should have done what everyone else was doing is only
remarkable as an instance of how a common habit can betray one.
The Manchu government in Peking stiil had an eye on Sun, and
its minister in Washington was glad to get a print of the Sari Fran-
cisco photograph. From it he circulated a description of the
"wanted" man; who had a short moustache but no queue, whose
hair was parted at one side and brushed back neatly and who wore
very correct western clothes.

A SPIRITUAL CRISIS
What afterwards became known as the "kidnapping" of Sun
Yat-sea in London was an incident none the less important because
it was sensational. Conflicting versions of the story appear in print,
some with dramatic embellishments that are obviously incorrect,
but the main facts are clear and significant because of their influence
on Sun and for the effect they had in making Him and his cause
known to the world.
The chief actors in this very real drama were Sun himself, his
old Mend and teacher Dr. Cantlie, and Sir Halliday Macartney.
Macartney served as a young doctor with the British troops used
by the Manchu Emperor against Taiping rebels and, later, re-
signed his British commission and entered the Chinese service*
After fourteen years' work for the Manchu government in China,
Macartney was appointed Secretary to the newly established Chinese